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Grade level:  
Middle school 
 
Subject area:  
Science 
 
Duration:  
Two class periods 
 
Setting:  
Classroom  
 
Vocabulary:  
Adaptation 
Breach 
Conservation status 
Extirpated 
Habitat 
architects/engineers 
Keystone species 
Nuisance species 
Range 
Substrate 
Wetland environment  
 

 

 

Busy as a Beaver 
Teacher Instructions 

 

 

 

Overview: 

Students will learn about the natural history of the North American 

beaver by conducting an Internet search for information.  

 

Learning Outcomes: 

The students will: 

 Research the natural history of the North American beaver to 

gather information about the beaver’s life cycle, adaptations for 

survival and behavior. 

 Determine how a beaver can alter the habitat in which it lives.  

 

Materials List: 

 Computers with Internet access (five computers is optimal) 

 Poster boards (teacher provides) 

 

Grade Level Expectations: 

5
th

 - 8
th

 grade:  

 

Use a variety of sources to answer questions. (SI-M-A1) 

 

Record observations using methods that complement investigations, 

such as journals, tables, charts. (SI-M-A3) 

 

Communicate ideas in a variety of ways, such as symbols, illustrations, 

graphs, charts, spreadsheets, concept maps, oral and written reports, 

equations. (SI-M-A7) 

  

Recognize that investigations generally begin with a review of the work of others. (SI- M-B2) 

 

7
th

 grade:  

Illustrate how variations in individual organisms within a population determine the success of the 

population. (LS-M-D2) 

  

Explain how environmental factors affect survival of a population. (LS-M-D2)  

  

Distinguish the essential roles played by biotic and abiotic components in various ecosystems. (SE-

M-A1) 
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8
th

 grade: 

Describe how human actions and natural processes have modified coastal regions in Louisiana and 

other locations. (ESS-M-A8) 

 

Common Core State Standards: 

ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical 

texts. 

 

ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms and other domain-specific 

words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6 – 

8 texts and topics.  

 

ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.7. Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text 

with a version of that information expressed visually, such as in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph 

or table. 

 

ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts (reasoned judgment based on research findings) 

and speculation in a text. 

 

Vocabulary Definitions:  

Adaptation - inherited characteristic that improves an organism's ability to survive and reproduce in a 

particular environment. 

 

Breach - a break in a dam. 

 

Conservation status - indicator of the likelihood of a particular species continuing to exist, either in 

the present day or the future, ranging from most concerned (endangered species) to least concerned 

(nuisance species). 

 

Extirpated - species that have disappeared from an area, but still exist elsewhere. 

 

Habitat architects/engineers - organisms such as beavers that create or maintain habitat for other 

species.  

 

Keystone species - a species upon which many other species depend for their survival, and thus are 

crucial for maintaining biodiversity.  

 

Nuisance species - species having negative ecological and/or economic effects. 

 

Range - area where a type of animal or plant population is found.  

 

Substrate - the material making up a surface; can be sediments, mud, clay, sand mixtures, rock or 

organic material.  

 

Wetland environment – low-lying areas that are wet year-round or during portions of the year; 

usually able to support types of vegetation typically adapted for saturated (very damp) soil types. 
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Background Information:  

See General Wetlands Information at the front of the curriculum binder for more information 

on wetlands and the animals that live in these areas.   

 

Life History 

The beaver is the largest North American rodent and lives in every state and province in the 

United States and Canada. Its biological name is Castor canadensis. American Indians called the 

beaver the “sacred center” of land because of its ability to change the landscape by damming streams 

and small rivers that enables other wetlands mammals – fish, frogs, turtles, ducks and birds – to 

thrive in the newly constructed wetland habitat.  Beavers live in lodges they build on the banks of 

rivers and streams from small trees and mud.  

Beavers are often confused with another large rodent that is not native to Louisiana, the 

nutria. Unlike the nutria, beavers have a wide flat tail, which measures 11-15 inches long and around 

six inches wide. Beavers are great swimmers and can hold their breath for as long as 12 to 15 minutes 

and can swim underwater up to a mile. They use their big tails like a paddle to propel themselves 

through the water when swimming. The tail also is used as a defense mechanism to warn other 

beavers of danger by slapping it on the water to raise an alarm. Beavers have several other features 

that help them live in an aquatic habitat. They have webbed feet and special glands on their abdomen 

that produce oil that the beaver rubs onto its fur to waterproof it. Also, their ears and nose have 

special muscles that allow them to close these openings when underwater.  

Adults are humped-backed and weigh an average of 33 pounds. 

Beavers mate for life, and both parents care for the baby beavers, called “kits,” which are 

usually born in the spring. One to four kits can be in a litter. The kits normally stay with their parents 

for two years, and yearlings act as babysitters for the new litter. Beavers can live for as long as 19 

years and can grow as long as three to four feet. Beavers are herbivores (eat only plants), eating the 

outer layers of many woody trees, such as sweetgum, yellow poplar and willow. In Louisiana, 

beavers are trapped for their fur, which is part of a fur industry that produces more than 1.3 million 

pelts per year from nutria, muskrat, mink, otter and beaver. 

 

Fur Industry 

Prior to the European’s settling in North America in the 1600s, the estimated population of 

the beaver was between 60 and 400 million. Their range spanned the majority of North America 

(with the exception of the Florida peninsula) southern Nevada and the desert regions of south Texas. 

The Native Americans residing in North America at this time trapped beavers for clothing and for 

trade with other Native American tribes; however, the Native Americans were careful not 

overharvest, and the beaver population was sustained. 

Once the Europeans settled in North America, they quickly learned that the beaver pelt could 

be used in clothing. In their home country, the Europeans had almost driven the European beaver to 

extinction from overharvesting for their fur. The abundance of the North American beaver reignited 

the desire to trap the animals, and the North American beaver quickly replaced the European beaver 

in the marketplace. Native Americans began trading beaver pelts with the European colonials, 

forming political and economic alliances that would have long-lasting effects on the colonies. The 

impact on North American beavers, however, would be devastating. By the late 1700s, beavers found 

in the eastern region of North American were approaching extinction because of over-trapping and, 

more importantly, habitat loss. Therefore, European trappers, also known as “mountain men,” began 

to extend their trapping range westward. By the end of the 1700s, the fur trade was no longer 
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profitable due, in part, to the scarcity of the beaver. In Louisiana, the beaver was considered 

extirpated, or locally extinct, by the 1800s.  Humans exasperated the problem by draining beaver 

habitat (wetland areas) for agricultural and urban uses. The transformation of these wetland areas 

resulted in loss of habitat for beavers and other wetland species.   

 

Population Statistics 

Before the end of the 19
th

 century (1800s), beavers were nearly extirpated in Louisiana 

because of hunting pressures and habitat loss. The majority of remaining beavers inhabited areas of 

the Comite and Amite rivers in parts of East Feliciana, St. Helena, East Baton Rouge and Livingston 

parishes. By the late 1930s, beaver populations in these areas had increased drastically, resulting in 

complaints of damage from local residents. In response, Louisiana state agencies relocated many of 

these beavers to other parts of the state. Through reintroduction, management and protection in 

certain areas, beavers were successfully reestablished in healthy populations throughout its native 

range in Louisiana.   

By 1955, populations in Louisiana’s Florida parishes (East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 

Livingston, St.Helena, St.Tammany, Tangipahoa, Washington and West Feliciana) were so abundant 

that the first trapping season in 39 years was opened to the public. Other states, such as North 

Carolina, instituted similar management programs to reestablish North American beaver 

populations. Currently, the population of beavers in North America is estimated at six to12 million.  

 

Habitat Architects 

Beavers are referred to as “nature’s greatest engineers,” habitat architects and keystone 

species because they consistently change the environment. For example, beavers can create a new 

wetland environment by damming a stream. Beavers create a dam by pushing rocks, sediment and 

sticks into a ridge across the flow of the stream.  Over time, the beavers add branches to the dam by 

sticking them into the substrate of the stream bottom or bank. They continue to thread branches into 

the structure until the entire dam is very tight and compact. After the branches are in place, the 

beavers use mud and vegetation, such as grasses and leaves, to seal the upstream side of the dam. The 

beavers dig sediment from the stream bottom that is upstream from their dam to make this the deepest 

part of the water body. The sound of running water, as in a breach in the dam, will alert the beaver 

that it needs to fix a part of the dam or extend the edges of the dam.  Over time, several generations 

of a beaver family can continue to add to the same dam.   

As the beaver dam causes an area to flood, changes begin to occur in the habitat. Plants that 

cannot tolerate the constant flooding begin to die. Animals that depend on these plants for food or on 

the clear, fast-flowing water of a stream begin to leave the area.  New plant species, adapted to wetter 

conditions begin to grow, including bald cypress, black willow, water elm and buttonbush. Animals 

that feed on these plants, such as wood ducks, waterfowl, birds and otters, begin to populate the area. 

Over time, areas of the pond may fill in with sediments and create specialized wetland areas known 

as bogs or wetland meadows. If a beaver dam is abandoned or destroyed, the habitat would change 

again, depending on the available food source that remained.  

 

Advance Preparation: 
1. Make one copy of the Beaver Research Work Sheet for each student. 

2. Have computers with Internet connection available. Divide class into five groups, ideally with 

one computer per group. 

3. Create guidelines for poster presentation.  
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Procedure: 

1. Explain to the students that today they will be researching Castor canadensis, the North 

American beaver. 

2. Use the background information to lead a class discussion on beavers. Examples of questions 

could be:  

a. What do the students know about beavers? They build dams, they are brown, they 

have a flat tail, they swim, they have big teeth. 

b. What do beavers look like? They are brown, they have a flat tail, they have big teeth, 

they have claws, they have webbed feet, 3-4 feet long. 

c. Where are beavers found? Around or in bodies of fresh water, in wetlands, in 

Louisiana, on beaver dams, in beaver lodges.  

3. Write the students’ answers from the class discussion on the board.  

4. Have the students group the answers on the board into categories.   

a. For example, if a student gave the length and width of a beaver, the category could be 

Size.   

b. Use the Beaver Research Work sheet to help the students brainstorm and to guide the 

division of ideas into categories. 

5. Pass out one Beaver Research Work sheet to each student. 

6. Divide the class into five groups. 

7. As a class, review the Beaver Research Work sheet and discuss any terms that may be 

unfamiliar to the students.   

8. Assign each group one of the categories listed on the work sheet (Population, Physiology and 

Reproduction, Behavior, Environment, Economic Effect). 

9. Tell the students they will use their computer to conduct research on their assigned category 

of the beaver.    

10. Students should use the Beaver Research Work sheet to guide their research but should write 

the information they find in their science journal or on a blank piece of paper. 

11. First, as a class, the students will use their computers to determine the scientific classification 

of the North American beaver as a class. Write the items in bold on the board and select 

volunteers to provide you with answer. (URL Source: http://fohn.net/beaver-pictures-

facts/beaver-vital-statistics.html) 

a. Kingdom: Animalia   

b. Phylum: Chordata    

c. Class: Mammalia  

d. Order: Rodentia     

e. Family: Castoridae  

f. Genus: Castor   

g. Species: canadensis 

h. Scientific name: Castor canadensis  

12. Explain to the students that they have to write down the source of their information (website 

name/person or organization responsible for website) on their work sheet, but the information 

they find should be recorded in their science journal. 

13. Once the group has collected all of their research in their science journal, they should prepare 

a poster and a three- to five-minute presentation on their poster to present to the class. Teacher 

will provide materials to create the posters (markers, colors, glue, scissors, construction paper, 

etc.). 
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14. The poster should have: 

a. Graphics (pictures, sketches, magazine clippings, etc). 

b. Text 

c. Resources 

d. Groups should be prepared to present a three- to five-minute presentation on their 

section of the work sheet. 

e. Every member of the group must present on some portion of their poster. 

15. As each group presents, the rest of the class should use the information presented to complete 

the Beaver Research Work Sheet. 

16. Assess the poster presentation with the provided rubric at the end of this packet.  (The rubric 

was made using Rubistar, a free rubrics maker on the Internet: 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php.) 

Blackline Masters: 

 Beaver Research Work Sheet 

 Beaver Research Work Sheet Key 

 

Resources: 

About Beavers. Beavers: Wetlands & Wildlife. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.beaversww.org/beavers-and-wetlands/about-beavers/ 

 

American Beaver. Biokids. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Castor_canadensis/ 

  

American Beaver. National Wildlife Federation. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Library/Mammals/American-Beaver.aspx 

 

Beaver. A-Z Animals. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. http://a-z -animals.com/animals/beaver/ 

 

Beaver. Fairfax County Public Schools. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.fcps.edu/islandcreekes/ecology/beaver.htm  

 

Beaver. Great Plains Nature Center. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.gpnc.org/beaver.htm 

 

Beaver Behavior. Fohn. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. http://fohn.net/beaver-pictures-

facts/beaver-fur-predators-behavior.html#Behavior  

 

 Beaver Dams. Bobarnebeck. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://bobarnebeck.com/dams.html 

 

Beaver Fur. Fohn. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. http://foh n.net/beaver-pictures-

facts/beaver-fur-predators-behavior.html#Fur  

 

Beaver Vital Statistics. Fohn. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. http://fohn.net/beaver-pictures-

facts/beaver-vital-statistics.html 
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Beavers Wreaking Havoc in Iberia Parish. WBRZ. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.wbrz.com/news/beavers-wreaking-havoc-in-iberia-parish 

 

Castor canadensis. Animal Diversity Web. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/accounts/Castor_canadensis/ 

 

Castor canadensis. Idaho Museum of Natural History. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://imnh.isu.edu/digitalatlas/bio/mammal/Rod/Beaver/beaver.htm 

 

Choctaw NWR. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.fws.gov/choctaw/pdf/NusianceSpp_EA.pdf  

Create a Rubric. Rubistar. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php 
 

Ecology of the Beaver. Ecology. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.ecology.info/beaver-ecology.htm  

 

Environmental Assessment. Aphis. Online. Accessed September, 26, 2013. 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/pdfs/nepa/LA%20Aquatic%20Rodent%20EA.pdf  

 

Flow Ward McElroy WMA. Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. Online. Accessed 

September 26, 2013. http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/wma/2761  

 

Living with Wildlife: Beaver. Aphis. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/nwrc/publications/living/beavers.pdf  

 

Managing Beaver to Benefit Waterfowl. National Wetlands Research Center. Online. Accessed 

September 26, 2013. http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/wdb/pub/wmh/13_4_7.pdf  

 

North American Beaver. Minnesota Zoo. Online. Accesses September 26, 2013. 

http://www.mnzoo.com/animals/animals_beaver.asp 

 

North American Beaver. Montana Outdoors. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://fwp.mt.gov/mtoutdoors/HTML/articles/portraits/beaver.htm 

 

Unleashed. Los Angeles Times. Online. Accessed September 26, 2013. 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2010/05/structure-believed-to-be-the-worlds-largest-

beaver-dam-located-thanks-to-google.html
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Busy as a Beaver
student activity sheet

Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Beaver Research Work Sheet
1. Determine the scientific classification of the North American beaver. 

a. Kingdom:  
b. Phylum:    
c. Class:    
d. Order: 
e. Family:  
f. Genus:  
g. Species:  
h. Scientific name: 

2. Your group will become experts on the North American beaver (Castor canadensis) by conducting com-
puter research on an assigned category.

3. Tips for searching online: 
a. Use as specific a key term as possible (“Castor canadensis habitat” instead of just “habitat”). 
b. More reliable sites have .gov, .edu, or .org in their website. 
c. Read and summarize your findings. Only the main ideas are needed for this worksheet.

4. As you research, fill in the table below with the source of the information (website, author name or orga-
nization responsible for the website).

5. Information that you find should be recorded in your science journal or on a blank sheet of paper.
6. After you have finished your research, your group should create a poster and a two- to five-minute pre-

sentation to share your information with the entire class.  Your teacher will provide you with guidelines 
for your poster and presentation. 

Category Aspect Source: Website(s)/Authors/Organization
Population Distribution 

(Where are they 
found?)
Population (before 
and after Europeans 
settled North 
America)
Conservation Status

Physiology and Repro-
duction

Size (height, length 
and weight)
Adaptations for 
lifestyle
Reproduction 
(No. of litters per year 
and no. of kits per 
litter)
Lifespan in years 
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Busy as a Beaver
Beaver Research Work Sheet (continued)

Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Behavior Diet 
(What do they eat?)

Threats (predators, 
humans, habitat loss)

Behavior

Environment Preferred habitat

Dams and lodges

How do they change 
a habitat?

Effects on other 
species

Economic effect Positive economic 
effect

Negative economic 
effect
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Busy as a Beaver
student activity sheet-KEYName ____________________________________ Date_______

Beaver Research Work Sheet — Key
Note: This is not inclusive of the material they will find.
1. Source: http://fohn.net/beaver-pictures-facts/beaver-vital-statistics.html

a. Kingdom: Animalia  
b. Phylum: Chordata   
c. Class: Mammalia 
d. Order: Rodentia    
e. Family: Castoridae 
f. Genus: Castor  
g. Species: canadensis
h. Scientific name: Castor canadensis 

Note: The student work sheet table has them write the source in the table, but the information in their notebooks.

Aspect URL Information
Distribution
(Where are they found?)

http://www.aphis.usda.
gov/wildlife_damage/
nwrc/publications/living/
beavers.pdf

Beavers are found throughout North 
America. The only areas they are not found 
are the arctic tundra, most of peninsular 
Florida, and the southwestern desert areas. 
Beavers can live anywhere aquatic habitats 
are found.

Estimated population in 
North America

http://a-z-animals.com/
animals/beaver/

Recent studies have estimated there are 
now from 6-12 million beavers in the wild.

Size (height, length and 
weight)

http://imnh.isu.edu/
digitalatlas/bio/mammal/
Rod/Beaver/beaver.htm

Total length is 40 to 52 inches (1,000-1,350 
mm); tail length is 10.4 to 13 inches (280-
325 mm); and they weigh 22 to 75 pounds 
(10-35 kg).

Adaptations for lifestyle http://fohn.net/beaver-
pictures-facts/beaver-
fur-predators-behavior.
html#Fur

• Big incisors
• Webbed back feet
• Special glands to help waterproof fur
• Flat tail for fat storage
• Layer of fat underneath skin for insulation

Reproduction
(No. of litters per year 
and No. of kits per litter)

http://fwp.mt.gov/mtout-
doors/HTML/articles/por-
traits/beaver.htm

10 to 20 years in the wild
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Busy as a Beaver
Beaver Research Worksheet-KEY

(continued)

Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Aspect URL Information
Diet (what do they eat) http://www.gpnc.org/

beaver.htm
Beaver are strict herbivores that do not 
hibernate. They eat the inner bark of trees 
during winter. During the growing season, 
they eat a variety of vegetation including 
various aquatic plants and the leaves and 
small twigs of many different kinds of trees. 
Although they may ingest a small amount 
of wood as they eat, they cannot digest it 
readily, and it is not what they are after.

Threats (predators, hu-
mans, habitat loss)

http://www.biokids.
umich.edu/critters/Cas-
tor_canadensis/

Young beavers are very vulnerable, and 
threatened by bears, wolves, wolverines, 
lynx and otters. An adult beaver’s size is a 
deterrent to most predators, and though 
natural predators pose a real danger to 
kits, man has proven to be, by far, the most 
dangerous predator to beavers.

Habitat http://www.nwf.org/Wild-
life/Wildlife-Library/Mam-
mals/American-Beaver.
aspx 

http://www.ecology.info/
beaver-ecology.htm 

Beavers are semiaquatic and travel from 
the water onto land to collect and eat tree 
bark and other wetland plants. Beavers 
gnaw down trees with their long teeth, and 
they use trees and mud to build lodges 
(homes) and dams in lakes and ponds. 
Beavers are one of the few animals that can 
actively change an ecosystem by blocking 
rivers with trees, building dams and creat-
ing new lakes and floodplains.

Behavior http://fohn.net/beaver-
pictures-facts/beaver-
fur-predators-behavior.
html#Behavior

Nocturnal
Slaps tail for a warning.

Dams and lodges http://bobarnebeck.com/
dams.html
http://www.fcps.edu/
islandcreekes/ecology/
beaver.htm 

The dam is a conglomeration of logs, mud, 
grasses and rocks. It’s not the concrete of 
the human dam builder, but more akin 
to scar tissue holding in the life blood of 
an organism. Yes, beaver dams do break 
catastrophically; the resulting flood can 
damage roads, but more commonly beaver 
dams gently sweat. The flooding water can 
lap over the dam in many places.



Wetlands Program provided by LSU AgCenter

Busy as a Beaver
Beaver Research Work Sheet-KEY 

(continued)

Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Aspect URL Information
Effect on other species http://www.beaversww.

org/beavers-and-wet-
lands/about-beavers/

Beavers create a rich, watery habitat for 
other mammals, fish, turtles, frogs, birds 
and ducks. We now know that beaver dam-
ming provides essential natural services for 
people, too. Beavers prefer to dam streams 
in shallow valleys, where the flooded area 
becomes productive wetlands. These cra-
dles of life support biodiversity that rivals 
tropical rain forests.  Almost half of endan-
gered and threatened species in North 
America rely upon wetlands. Freshwater 
wetlands have been rated as the world’s 
most valuable land-based ecosystem. 
Beavers reliably and economically main-
tain wetlands that sponge up floodwaters, 
alleviate droughts and floods (because 
their dams keep water on the land longer), 
lessen erosion, raise the water table and 
act as the “Earth’s kidneys” to purify water. 
The latter occurs because several feet of silt 
collect upstream of older beaver dams, and 
toxics, such as pesticides, are broken down 
by microbes in the wetlands that beavers 
create. Thus, water downstream of dams 
is cleaner and requires less treatment for 
human use.

Conservation status http://www.mnzoo.com/
animals/animals_beaver.
asp

Least concern

Economic effects http://www.aphis.usda.
gov/regulations/pdfs/
nepa/LA%20Aquatic%20
Rodent%20EA.pdf

Some of the benefits of beaver ponds in-
clude activities, such as photography, trap-
ping, hunting and fishing. Beaver ponds 
also can provide a potential water source 
for livestock, and the ecological value of 
beaver ponds in the natural environment 
can be important.
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Busy as a Beaver 
Poster Grading Rubric 

 

Directions: Circle the descriptor that best describes the student performance in that activity. Add number 

from each row for an overall score of the group. 

 

Group Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Activity 4 3 2 1 

Use of class 

time  

Used time well 

during class period. 

Focused on getting 

the project done. 

Never distracted 

others.  

Used time well 

during class period. 

Usually focused on 

getting the project 

done. Never 

distracted others.  

Used some of the time 

well during class 

period. Some focus on 

getting the project 

done but occasionally 

distracted others.  

Did not use class 

time to focus on the 

project, OR, often 

distracted others.  

Graphics -

clarity  

Graphics are all in 

focus; content easily 

viewed and identified 

from 6 feet away.  

Most graphics are in 

focus; content easily 

viewed and identified 

from 6 feet away.  

Most graphics are in 

focus; content is 

easily viewed and 

identified from 4 feet 

away.  

Many graphics are 

not clear or are too 

small.  

Content - 

accuracy  

At least 7 accurate 

facts are displayed on 

the poster.  

5-6 accurate facts are 

displayed on the 

poster.  

3-4 accurate facts are 

displayed on the 

poster.  

Fewer than 3 

accurate facts are 

displayed on the 

poster.  

Graphics - 

relevance  

All graphics related 

to the topic and make 

it easier to 

understand. All 

borrowed graphics 

have source citation.  

All graphics related 

to the topic; most 

make it easier to 

understand. All 

borrowed graphics 

have source citation.  

All graphics relate to 

the topic. Most 

borrowed graphics 

have source citation.  

Graphics do not 

relate to the topic, 

OR, several 

borrowed graphics 

do not have a source 

citation.  

Mechanics  Capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct throughout the 

poster. No 

grammatical mistakes 

on the poster.  

One error in 

capitalization or 

punctuation. One 

grammatical mistake 

on the poster.  

Two errors in 

capitalization or 

punctuation. Two 

grammatical mistakes 

on the poster.  

More than 2 errors in 

capitalization or 

punctuation. More 

than 2 grammatical 

mistakes on the 

poster.  

Score: _____________
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